
149 FIGHTER SQUADRON 
 

 
 
MISSION 
 
LINEAGE 
328 Fighter Squadron constituted, 29 Sep 1942 
Activated, 1 Oct 1942  
Inactivated, 10 Nov 1945  
Redesignated 149 Fighter Squadron, and allotted to ANG, 24 May 1946 
Recognized the Virginia Air National Guard on June 21, 1947 
149th Fighter Squadron (SE) 
Redesignated 149 Fighter-Bomber Squadron, 1 Dec 1951 
Redesignated 149 Bombardment Squadron, Light, 10 Dec 1952 
Redesignated 149 Bombardment Squadron, Tactical 
Redesignated 149 Fighter Interceptor Squadron, 15 Jun 1957  
Redesignated 149 Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, 10 Apr 1958 
Redesignated 149 Fighter Interceptor Squadron, 14 Jun 1958 
Redesignated 149 Fighter Interceptor Squadron (Day) (Special Delivery) 
Redesignated 149 Fighter Interceptor Squadron, 14 Jun 1958 
Redesignated 149 Tactical Fighter Squadron, 10 Nov 1958 
Federalized and placed on active duty, 1 Oct 1961 
Released from active duty and returned to Virginia state control, 30 August 1962 
Redesignated 149 Fighter Squadron, 15 Mar 1992 
Inactivated, 30 Sep 2007 
Activated, 13 Oct 2007 
 
STATIONS 
Mitchel Field, NY, 1 Oct 1942 
Bradley Field, CT, 7 Oct 1942 



Westover Field, MA, 1 Nov 1942 
Trumbull Field, CT, 18 Jan 1943 
Mitchel Field, NY, 17 Feb Jun 1943 
Bodney, England, 7 Ju1 1943 (detachment operated from Asch, Belgium, 23 Dec 1944-27 Jan  
  1945) 
Chievres, Belgium, 28 Jan 1945 
Bodney, England, 13 Apr-4 Nov 1945 
Camp Kilmer, NJ, Nov 1945 
Byrd Field (Later, Richmond IAP) / Richmond Air National Guard Station, Virginia, 21 Jun 1947 
Langley AFB (later, Joint Base Langley-Eustis), VA, 13 Oct 2007 
 
Turner AFB, Georgia, 1 Mar 1951 
Godman AFB, Kentucky, 11 Dec 1951 – 30 Nov 1952 
Chaumont-Semoutiers AB, France, 1 Oct 1961 – 30 Aug 1962 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
352 Fighter Group, 1 Oct 1942 – 10 Nov 1945 
55 Fighter Wing, 21 June 1947 
121 Fighter Group, 1 Nov 1950 
108 Fighter-Interceptor Group, 1 Mar 1951 
121 Fighter-Bomber Group, 30 Nov 1952 
121 Fighter Interceptor Group, 1 Nov 1952 
121 Fighter-Bomber Group, 1 Nov 1957 
121 Tactical Fighter Group, 1 Sep 1961 
7108 Tactical Wing, 1 Oct 1961 – 30 Aug 1962 
121 Tactical Fighter Group, 1 Sep 1962 
192 Tactical Fighter Group, 15 Oct 1962 
192 Fighter Group, 15 Mar 1992 
192 Operations Group, 11 Oct 1995  
 
WEAPON SYSTEMS 
Mission Aircraft 
P-47, 1942  
P-51, 1944 
P-47, 1947 
B-26 
B-26 
F-86 
RB-57 
F-84, 1958 
F-105 
A-7, 1981 
F-16, 1991 



F-22 
 
Support Aircraft 
C-47 
T-33 
C-54 
C-131 
T-29 
 
COMMANDERS 
Cpt John H. Poston, 1 Oct 1942 
Maj Everett W. Stewart, 7 Apr 1943 
Maj Harold G. Lund, 27 Jan 1944 
Maj I. B. “Jack” Donalson, 11 Mar 1944 
Maj Willie O. Jackson, 19 Apr 1944 
Maj Harold G. Lund, 19 Apr 1944 
LTC John C. Edwards, 21 Jul 1944 
Maj George E. Preddy, 27 Oct 1944 
Maj Earl I. Abbott, 26 Dec 1944 
Cpt Donald S. Bryan, 31 Jan 1945 
LTC Earl D. Duncan, Apr 1945 
LTC John R. Shurley, III 
Maj LelandH. Waters, Jr., #1949 
 
HONORS   
Service Streamers 
 
Campaign Streamers 
Offensive, Europe 
Air Normandy 
Northern France 
Rhineland 
Ardennes-Alsace 
Central Europe 
Air Combat, EAME Theater 
 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamers 
 
Decorations 
Distinguished Unit Citation 
Brunswick, Germany, 8 May 1944 
 
French Croix de Guerre with Palm 
1 Jan 1945 



 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 
 
EMBLEM 

        
 
 
 
 
 
The insignia submitted to Washington (but never approved) was adopted by the 328th as its 
unofficial insignia. It was designed by Stephen B. Kirkel and his original sketch was titled: "The 
Spirit of Damon and Pythias - Fighter Escorting 'Big Friend'." It carried the legend: "Each would 
have willingly sacrificed his life for the other." The sketch also designated the color scheme. 
There is no evidence that this insignia was ever painted in color during WWII, and Steve Kirkel 
does not remember ever doing "finished art." Kirkel redrew the insignia (using color pencils) in 
1988. In the meantime, Honorary Associate Sam Sox painted the insignia in full color using the 
original Kirkel sketch and color information. 
 
 



 
The Virginia Air National Guard has picked up a new weapon on the squadron insignia. The new 
weapon is a bomb. It represents the squadron's change from a fighter to a bombardment unit. 
The new insignia was reported today by Major William E. Haymes, commander of the 
Bombardment Squadron (Light), which is located at Byrd Field. The unit, formed in 1947, was a 
fighter squadron until its return from active duty after the Korean conflict. Then it was des-
ignated   a   light   bomber   unit, utilizing twin-engine B-26s. Officially, said Haymes, the unit did 
not have an insignia when it was a fighter squadron. An emblem similar to the one which has 
been adopted officially was considered the insignia. The difference in the unofficial and official 
insignia is that the older one showed the eagle with a machine gun in each claw. Now it has a 
machine gun in one claw and a bomb in the other. The bomb is representative of another 
weapon the unit can employ in case of battle. Major Haymes  said  the  idea for the insignia 
came from several   different   members   of  the unit over a period of time. The black eagle on 
the insignia, consisting of a red disk with a blue saltire bearing 13 white stars, is representative 
of the national bird, Haymes explained. The saltire and stars are representative of the emblem 
of the Confederacy. In displaying that emblem, the unit appears destined to be known—as it 
was before as the Rebel squadron. 
 
On a disc Azure, a torteau fimbriated and environed by thirteen mullets Argent (Silver Gray), 
charged with an American bald eagle flying to dexter Proper, grasped in dexter talon a 
bendwise bomb and in sinister talon, a missile bendwise of the second, each garnished with a 
band Or, all within a narrow border Silver Gray.  Attached above the disc, a Blue scroll edged 
with a narrow Silver Gray border and inscribed “SIC SEMPER TYRANNIS” in Silver Gray letters. 
Attached below the disc, a Blue scroll edged with a narrow Silver Gray border and inscribed 
"149TH FIGHTER SQUADRON” in Silver Gray letters. Ultramarine blue and Air Force yellow are 
the Air Force colors.  Blue alludes to the sky, the primary theater of Air Force operations.  
Yellow refers to the sun and the excellence required of Air Force personnel.  The torteau 



represents the dedication and sacrifice displayed by citizen airmen of the past, present and 
future.  The circular fimbriation symbolizes the continuous nature of the Squadron’s support.  
The eagle flies into the future and embodies strength and freedom.  The weapons carried by 
the eagle emphasize the varied combat missions assigned to the Squadron.  The thirteen stars 
represent the original Thirteen Colonies and honor the unit’s militia heritage.  The motto, “SIC 
SEMPER TYRANNIS,” is the official State motto of Virginia and translates in English to “Thus 
Always to Tyrants.”    
 
MOTTO 
 
NICKNAME 
The Rebel Squadron 
 
OPERATIONS 
Combat in ETO, 9 Sep 1943-25 Apr 1945. 
 
23 March 1943 P-47C, 41-6292, crashes into Barnard Hall at Hofstra College shortly after take-
off from Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York, early this date, hitting the west side near the 
roof, setting the building afire, police announced. Pilot Earl D. Hayward died. The blaze was 
brought under control within 45 minutes by firemen from Hempstead, East Hempstead and 
Uniondale. No students were in the vicinity at the time. The Eastern Defense Command in New 
York City announced that the pilot was killed. He had taken off from Mitchel Field on a training 
mission shortly before the crash.  
 
The 328th Squadron was disbanded after the war ended. It was redesignated in May 1946 as the 
149th Fighter Squadron. The squadron existed on paper in a Pentagon file while the National 
Guard Bureau notified Virginia Gov. William M. Tuck the following month that an Air National 
Guard unit would be assigned to Virginia and would assume the identity of the 149th Fighter 
Squadron. Tuck had his adjutant general, MG S. Gardner Waller, appoint a committee to find a 
nucleus of qualified pilots and support personnel. Col Ivor Massey headed the search. He 
persuaded LTC Thomas Todd Dabney, to take command of the not-yet-organized squadron. The 
unit was scheduled to be given 25 P-47s, the same propeller-driven aircraft the 149th 
Squadron's predecessor flew during World War II. 
 
The National Guard Bureau officially recognized the Virginia Air National Guard on 21 Jun 1947. 
The new unit, with 18 officers and 42 enlisted men, occupied wooden war-era buildings at Byrd 
Field. The first Thunderbolt arrived in July. 
 
The VaANG consisted of the 149th Fighter Squadron (SE), the 149th Utility Flight, and 
Detachment C of the 213th Air Service Group. 
 
After building the Air Guard unit to about 200 men and activating the 149th Weather Station, 
Dabney resigned in May 1948 to return to his business. He was succeeded by his operations 
officer, Waters. 



 
Waters wasted no time in imprinting his personality on his unit. Within a few weeks he formed 
a four-plane acrobatic flying team called "The Rebel Riders of the Sky." The team performed at 
air shows along the East Coast. 
 
They participated in Nov 1947 in an aerial "defense of Washington, D.C." against a simulated air 
attack by "enemy" Air Guard units. 
 
In summer of 1948, 16 P-47s made a 40-mile goodwill flight to Blackstone. When bad weather 
prevented the pilots from making their scheduled departure back to Richmond, Blackstone 
residents threw open their doors. Pilots were treated to free hotel accommodations and to free 
meals in homes and restaurants. 
 
2LT John H. Loving was the unit's first official air fatality when his F-47 crashed into the woods 
at Roxbury in Charles City County 28 Aug 1948. 
 
Tragedy followed five months later, when four Guardsmen died in the crash of a B-26 bomber, 
which was a support aircraft for the F-47s, in the James River near Fort Eustis. The pilot, 2LT 
John L. Harris, and three enlisted men, Sgts. Robert F. Drewry and Carl J. Toomey and Pvt. 
Benjamin F. Renick were killed. 
 
JANUARY 1949 January found 116 visiting aircraft at Byrd Airport, which was used as a staging 
base for the mass aerial demonstration in connection with the President's inauguration. 
Personnel were quartered in Virginia Air National Guard barracks and fed from the mess hall of 
that organization. The events of the visiting airmen included a military ball, sightseeing trips in 
and around Richmond, and a basketball game between the local Naval Reserve and our "Rebel 
Team". 
 
FEB 1949 Fifty-third Fighter Wing over Washington, D. C., utilizing ground-controlled intercept. 
 
MARCH 1949 Our Air Units brought into Richmond the Air National Guard Warning Exhibit, 
which was set up in the show rooms of the Richmond Motor Company. A photo montage of 
"Operations Vittles" was located in a prominent store window. Centrally located in Richmond 
was a B-29 fuselage with plexiglass sides. A JB-2 Rocket was also located in the immediate 
vicinity of the B-29 fuselage. The State Capitol Grounds found nesting a new F-80 Jet Fighter of 
the U. S. Air Force. 
 
APRIL 1949 April heralded "Operations Dawn", an Air Staff Exercise or CPX, which was attended 
by officers and men of the Virginia National Guard at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The exercise 
lasted two week-ends. 
 
MAY 1949 May began the extended tactical operation of the 149th Fighter Squadron, with 
three week-ends being devoted to gunnery practice. The Virginia Air National Guard provided 
quarters for an "Aviation Clinic" at Byrd Airport. The Civil Aeronautic Administration had a 



display of educational literature and aviation training aids for the benefit of the delegates. 
Teachers, school principals and other delegates from the State Department of Education dwelt 
on the aspects of the "Aviation Age". Governor Tuck and other distinguished persons addressed 
a gathering at a luncheon given at Skyways Club. 
 
JUNE 1949 After many months of tedious planning, the Virginia Air National Guard presented 
an Air Show to Richmond in June 1949, which included as participants nationally known 
acrobatic teams, individual acts that have thrilled the audiences at Cleveland and Miami for the 
past three years. The show was a great success in all respects. During this month our National 
Guard Air Units gave air support to the Quartermaster Corps (ROTC) students stationed at 
Camp Lee, Virginia. For their further training, the Virginia Air National Guard bombed and 
strafed A. P. Hill Military Reservation, near Bowling Green, Virginia, before an audience of over 
five hundred (500) officers and men. 
 
JULY 1949 The month of July saw extensive planning and preparations for the ensuing Summer 
Encampment. Officers and airmen of the Virginia Air National Guard spent many extra days at 
Byrd Airport in the preparation for the culmination of a year's training—the Summer 
Encampment Exercise. 
 
During the period 13-27 August 1949, the Virginia Air National Guard held its Summer 
Encampment at New Castle County Airport, Delaware. "Rebel Squadron" massed 1,100 flying 
hours in missions varying from minimum altitude skip bombing to 35,000 patrol missions, all 
combined Group and Wing efforts. Ground ranges felt the thunderous attack of over 125 
fighters simultaneously. The encampment was a great success as was evidenced by letters of 
commendation after this exercise. 
 
The Virginia Air National Guard was inspected (Federal) by the Inspector General, Ninth Air 
Force on 28-30 October 1949. 
 
On 17 Jan 1951, that the 149th Fighter Squadron would be called to active federal duty on 1 Mar 
in response to a growing conflict on the Korean peninsula.  Ironically, the activation resulted in 
splintering and dissolution of the VaANG. After the move to Turner AFB, the unit was 
transferred to Godman AFB near Fort Knox, Ky. At the same time, 149th Squadron pilots like 
Capt. William E. Haymes were dispatched to overseas units. 
 
The result was the formation of the 149th Bombardment Squadron, Light, in November 1953 
with B-26 Invader. There was one additional hitch. As New Year's Day 1954 passed, the re-
organized unit had one critical deficiency. It did not have any trained bomber pilots. Within a 
short time, the pilots were trained. Despite the recruiting drive  the 149th Bombardment 
Squadron suffered from a lack of navigator-bombadiers and never attained complete combat 
readiness. 
 
Ten months later, in April 1958, before more than one pilot could be checked out in the new 
jet, the unit's mission was changed to tactical reconnaissance and the RB-57 was scheduled as 



the squadron's primary aircraft. They received one RB-57A, tail number 475 in April and it 
departed in June since the unit converted to F-84s instead.  
 
Overcoming bureaucratic indecision and sputtering, the Virginia Air National Guard entered the 
jet age in June with a plane that was to serve it well for the next 13 years: the F-84F. As years 
go, 1958 was a good one for the VaANG. The 149th was restored to its status as a fighter 
squadron and it moved into the long-awaited hangar complex on the southeast part of Byrd 
Airport. 
 
Even before the guard had fully settled into the job of flying its new airplane, the "SD" 
designation was appended to the fighter squadron title. This "special delivery" connotation 
indicated the pilots would concentrate on dropping nuclear weapons. The SD designation was 
later dropped and the unit returned to conventional bombing techniques. 
 
Then, only a few months later, came still another swap when they were redesignated again, 
once more as a Fighter-Interceptor Squadron but now with a "Special Delivery, Day" mission 
(that means atomic weapons). 
 
Now they're the 149 Ftr-lntep Sq. (D) (SD), flying the F-84F and they've already traded in many 
of their venerable old B-26's for the new jet-driven planes. 
 
In October 1961, the 149th Squadron was ordered to active duty to help cope with the Berlin 
Crisis. But the unit never left Byrd Airport. General Heath said the decision to activate the unit 
and keep it in Richmond possibly was part of a "show of force." If that was its purpose, General 
Heath said, it also had another result: "Morale just went zunk!" "Once the force was shown, our 
unit should have done one of two things," he said. "It should have been deployed to an Air 
Force Base or been released from active duty. Keeping the activated unit at Byrd for 10 months, 
he said, "was a terrible mistake." Mark Sunday, 1 Oct 61, as Mobilization Day Twenty-two 
VaANG members were sent to Chaumont AFB, France, in December 1961 to support the 7180th 
Tactical Fighter Wing, a deployed unit of the 108th Tactical Fighter Wing. They spent eight 
months in Europe. The 149th will come under direct control of 12th AF, Likewise, the 149th's 
parent unit in New Jersey, the 108th. For the present time, the squadron will be based here, The 
Defense Department has said call-up orders now carry no termination date. 
 
Lt Frederick R. D'Amico, flying an F-84F, crashed fatally into the York River on 17 Nov 1962. 
 
10 Mar 1981, a F-105 piloted by LTC James P. Gunter, Jr. exploded during an Army support 
exercise at Fort Bragg, N.C.  
 
Second Lt. Garry Drummond, newly commissioned and fresh out of A-7 training, flew the 
192nd's first Corsair into Byrd in June 1981. 
 
The unit officially began converting from the F-105 to the A-7 in October of that year. Six 
months later, on April 1, 1982, the VaANG was declared operationally ready in the new aircraft. 



And two months after that, the 192nd was judged "combat ready" by a 9th Air Force inspection 
team when the unit passed a deployed operational readiness inspection at Travis ANG Base, 
Savannah, Ga. 
 
The danger inherent in any fighter pilot's daily job was underscored later when Maj. William Jay 
Monahan, a Richmond lawyer, crashed off Pamlico Sound 20 miles north of Cape Hatteras, N.C., 
9 Feb 1982, in the A-7D. 
 
28 April 1983 A-7D 71-0361, crashed near Richmond, Virginia, shearing unoccupied house in 
half and setting second structure on fire. Pilot Capt. Robert Welch, 30, of Atlanta, Georgia, 
ejected just before impact, suffering a slight back injury.  

 
The year 1985 was a particularly busy one internationally for the 192d. Shortly after finishing a 
deployment to Ecuador, the 192d deployed in September to Evenes Air Station, Norway, 150 
miles above the Arctic Circle. A few weeks later, a Virginia contingent competed in Gunsmoke 
’85, the Air Force’s tactical fighter competition, and the 192d was named the world’s "Best A-7 
Unit."  
 
The unit soared into a new era of aviation technology in 1991, when it received 24 F-16C 
models and two F-16D models. By early 1994, defense cutbacks had reduced the unit’s assigned 
inventory to 18 F-16s, and eventually to 15.  
 
In addition to its customary mission of training for war, the 192d performed as a test base for 
higher headquarters by taking on two new, diverse projects in 1995. At the direction of the 
commander of Air Combat Command, in January the 192d became a test regional repair center 
for F-16 engines. The 18-month assignment called for the 192d propulsion section to strip and 
rebuild General Electric F110-GE-100 engines for its own F-16s as well as for F-16s assigned to 
Pope AFB, NC. With Pope designated to become a composite wing with several types of aircraft, 
ACC officials sought more efficient and economical ways of providing maintenance for its F-16 
engines. By setting up a regional repair center at the 192d, the Air Force aimed to reduce the 
number of F-16 maintenance people needed in this region, consolidate their training, reduce 
duplication of resources and equipment, and lower maintenance costs per flying hour.  While 
that project was underway, the 192d was selected to evaluate and bring on line a new, portable 
reconnaissance pod designed for F-16s to take on the added mission of aerial reconnaissance. 
The RF-4C, which had been the Air Force’s manned reconnaissance aircraft, was retired in 
October 1995. The Air Force initially decided to discontinue its manned reconnaissance 
program but reversed itself. To provide maximum flexibility, it decided to see whether 
reconnaissance pods could be added to fighter aircraft, giving operational units the additional 
function of reconnaissance. The 192d Fighter Wing was selected to test the capability of 
electro-optical "recce" pods. After becoming mission capable with the pods in April 1996, the 
fighter wing deployed to Aviano AB, Italy, in May 1996 for the first real-world contingency use 
of the new pods and computerized imaging equipment. For 45 days, the 192d FW flew "recce" 
missions over Bosnia, in support of international peacekeeping efforts there.  
 



The 192d continued to upgrade its equipment and train in a variety of multinational combat 
exercises, ranging from Alaska in June 1999 and Hawaii in February-March 2000 to three Maple 
Flag exercises in Canada – 1997, 1998 and 1999.  
 
6/15/2007 The Virginia Air National Guard's 192nd Fighter Wing records its last F-16 Fighting 
Falcon training mission June 20. The wing, which has flown the F-16 since 1991 and is the 
nation's first ANG unit to fly the F-22 Raptor, will conduct associated operations with the 1st 
Fighter Wing here. More than 20 192nd Fighter Wing pilots are trained to fly the F-22 and a 
growing number of the wing's fulltime and traditional status Guardsmen are working alongside 
their active-duty counterparts, changing the face of the Virginia ANG. At Langley, 192nd FW 
Airmen will associate themselves with the F-22A Raptor mission, the 480th Intelligence Wing's 
Distributed Ground Station imagery analysis mission and the Combat Air Force Logistic Support 
Center, said Col. Jay Pearsall, 192nd Fighter Wing commander. The move is part of the Air 
Force's Total Force Integration initiative, which spans the entire Air Force mission and 
represents the service's reality of "One team, one fight, with a shared, disciplined combat 
focus." "The Air Force is a team, made up of active, Guard and Reserve Airmen who work 
together to accomplish the mission," said Gen. T. Michael Moseley, Air Force chief of staff. "You 
can't look at an Airman and tell if he or she is active, Guard or Reserve. We all wear the same 
uniform, do the same jobs and help make this Air Force the best in the world." 
 
6/22/2007 The Virginia Air National Guard's 192nd Fighter Wing has become the first Air 
National Guard unit in the country to fly the F-22 Raptor. The transition from the F-16 Fighting 
Falcon to the F-22 took place June 20. More than 20 pilots in the wing are trained to fly the F-22 
and a growing number of the wing's full-time and traditional status Air Guardsmen are working 
at Langley Air Force Base, Va., changing the face of the Virginia ANG. Langley is home to the 
active-duty 1st Fighter Wing, the first Air Force unit to fly the F-22. "After 16 years of flying the 
F-16, which included training missions, combat in Iraq and combat air patrols over Washington, 
D.C, we have three new, exciting opportunities at Langley," said Col. Jay Pearsall, 192nd FW 
commander. "The 192nd will associate with the active duty's 1st Fighter Wing F-22 Raptor 
mission, the 480 Intel Wing's distributed ground station imagery analysis mission and the 
Combat Air Force logistic support center." 
 
The 192nd Fighter Wing, the Air National Guard Associate unit at Langley AFB, Virginia, recently 
flew its first F-22 mission in support of Operation Noble Eagle, the military operations related to 
homeland security initiated after the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks. The 192nd FW's 
149th Fighter Squadron flies Raptor aircraft assigned to the active duty 1st Fighter Wing at 
Langley. The 1st FW and 192nd FW combined in October 2007 under the Total Force Initiative, 
and made the 192nd the first Air Guard unit to fly the F-22. The 1st FW's 27th FS flew the first 
active duty F-22 Operation Noble Eagle mission in January 2007. 
 
6/13/2008 The Virginia Air National Guard's 192nd Fighter Wing here is the first Air Guard unit 
to fly the F-22 Raptor in support of Operation Noble Eagle. "The mission for the protection of 
the homeland has not changed for us since the inception of Operation Noble Eagle," said Lt. 
Col. James Cox, 149th FS commander. The capability of the 149th to carry out the mission has 



been greatly increased because of the abilities of the F-22. The Raptor performs both air-to-air 
and air-to-ground missions providing a diverse aerial combat capability for operational 
concepts. One concept the F-22 has become involved with here is Total Force Integration. An 
example of TFI is the combination of two force components - active duty and Air Guard in this 
case - sharing the responsibility of one mission Operation Noble Eagle. Under the TFI construct, 
the active duty 1st FW and the 192nd FW provide combat forces in a more cost-effective 
manner to support the defense of the nation, said Lt. Col. David Nardi, 149th Fighter Squadron 
operations officer. This is the first time the Air Guard has operated with a front-line fighter soon 
after it reached full operational capability. The 1st FW and 192nd FW combined in October 
2007 under TFI. That move made the 192nd the first Air Guard unit to operate the F-22. "The 
integration of the two wings provides the combat capabilities we need to execute the 
Operation Noble Eagle mission," said Colonel Nardi. The TFI construct adds a tremendous 
amount of ability from all critical areas required in protecting the nation and fulfilling the Air 
Force mission around the world. The F-22 flew its first active-duty flight in support of Operation 
Noble Eagle in January 2007. The 1st FW's 27th FS was the first unit to conduct an operational 
flight with live ordnance loaded in the Raptor. "We do the same thing for Operation Noble 
Eagle as we would do in theater, in support of the troops," said Colonel Cox. "The F-22 has 
performed brilliantly and we have seen our best response times to date." 
 
Members of the Virginia Air National Guard's 149th Fighter Squadron, flying four F-22s from 
Joint Base Langley-Eustis, conducted their first operational integration-training mission with F-
35 strike fighters at Eglin AFB, Fla., according to a release. "The F-22 and F-35 squadrons 
integrated very well," said Maj. Steven Frodsham, pilot with the 149th FS. "The lessons learned 
and tactics developed from this training opportunity will help to form the foundation for future 
growth in our combined fifth generation fighter tactics," he said. The F-22 and F-35 pilots flew 
offensive counterair, defensive counterair, and interdiction missions during the Nov. 5 drills, 
states Eglin's Nov. 17 release. "When the F-22 and F-35 come together, it brings out the 
strength of both airplanes," said Lt. Col. Matt Renbarger, commander of Eglin's 58th Fighter 
Squadron, an F-35A training unit. "The F-22 was built to be an air-to-air superiority fighter and 
the F-35 was built to be a strike fighter. These airplanes complement each other and we're 
trying to learn how to take that from a design perspective into a tactical arena and be the most 
effective combat team we can be," he said. 2014 
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